
Stewart Creek flume carne down the hill from 

Andrew Dahlman's and handled shingle bolts. A 

young newcomer slid down filling his rear with sliv

ers, from then on his nickname was Sliver, This 

flume had a Japanese bunkhouse and as a young boy 

interested Art Johnson of Quincy so much he learned 

to speak the language. Art asked the Oriental fore 

man, "How do you like your new man?" "No good," 

was the answer, "He just makes big smoke all the 

time." 

The flumes were dismantled and used for fire

wood and also in construction of houses and barns. 

Herman Johnson, father of Henry, built a barn from 

flume logs that went through his land in Beaver 

Valley. 

Beaver Falls 
Kate Jolma Sliper 

My brother, Charlie Hanson and I carne to Quincy 

in 1911. I was just a young girl and a flume was 

still being used that started at Beaver Falls. It 

belonged to the Oregon Lumber Co. and carried lum

ber from their sawmill at the falls to Inglis where 

the planing mill was located. The water was dammed 

at night into a holding pond and released in the 
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morning when the mill started up . The flume as I 

remember it was fo ur feet hi gh, five feet wide a nd 

had a flat bottom a bout a foo t wide. It ca rri ed 

great quantities of lumber . The roads we r en't like 

the ones we have today , and of cour se the r e were 

no trucks , so the f lume was an inexpens i ve way t o 

ge t lumber down from the stee p hills . At ti mes th e 

lumber would cr iss-cross and jam , so a r egu l a r f l ume 

walker walked alon gside breaking and preventin g jams . 

My s t e p- fa the r "Jonas Wuotila work e d a t t he bo t

tom end of the flum e cleaning off as it ca m2 down 

and pushing it asid e . He r epo rted to work ~ ha l f 

hour lat e r th an th e o th e r men & work e d a hal f hour 

longe r a t th e end of th e da y . Lumber fall in g o~ r 

th e side of the flume was c l a imed b v a n yone wllos 

p r ope rt y it fell upon, but thi s was a small a mo un t . 

The r e were many oth e r f lumes in thi s a r ea bl: t none 

in operation a t thi s time . The f lumes Sl:'nt shinsle

bol t s , fe nc e pos t s a nd co r d\vood dO\vn from t ill~ i:i ll s . 

A favo rit e s po t fo r young peo pl e [o r r - cr e a 

t ion on Sunda y af t e rnoons was Beav e r Falls . h . 

\vo uld \v a lk up a longs id e th e flume , but in t " , 1"" <-11 

hi gh places , c limb in Rnd walk in th e midd l e . \ 0 

wat e r co urs e d down on Sunday and walking du ring 

the wo rk week W3S s tri c tl y prohibited . We ga th 

e r e d toge ther und e r th e falls , it was so pre tt y . 

11 



"It was so pretty under the falls." 

Beaver Falls, 1899 
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