
eight children, ' ralsmg five of 
them. Mter !Mr. Lousignont nied, 
Mary and her 'brother, George, 
bought a 163 acre farm north of 
Johnson's 'Landing and ran a daIrY 
until her <brother died. In ,1927, 
the diking project went in, and 
Mary was unable to , pay the asses
me nt, so lost the farm. She 'then 
lived at Rocky Point near the rock 
quarry the rest of her life. It 
was here she wrote the poem, ''The 
Cottage in the Glen," a portion of 
which follows: 

Come, go with me .to the mountain 
side, 

,Almost away from the haunts of 
men, 

Where the tall firs stand on the 
mountain side, 

And Jackson Creek rushes down 
the 'glen. 

Here 'Mt. St. Helens in the eastern 
" 'S~ies" . 

The sun Hghts up with resplendent 
dyes, 

The cloud caps lift in the sun's 
soft glow, 

And drift far away o'er the mount 
of snow. 

Mrs. Lousignont passed away at 
the age of 92 on Nov. 7, 1947, af
ter a long and useful life. 

DEAN BLANCHAR'D 
In looking over the early county 

records, one sees several names 
which have Ibeen important in the 
history of the area, among them, 
!Dean IBlanchard. rFred Locksley 
tells something of his life after he 
came to .oregon in 1854. 

·Mr. Blanchard came to Rainier 
from Maine, and planned to return 
later and marry his sweetheart, 
,but she did not wait for him, so 
he never married. His sister was 
married to John mbblee, and they 
became the parents of H. :It !Dib
hlee, who in turn became the fath
er of Mrs. ,Lois Kent, former Coun
ty School Superintendent; Mrs. 1-
zelle Conlon who is a teacher; and 
two sons who have homes in iPort-
1and. 

iDean was !born iDec. 20, ,1832, 
and came to Oregon by way of 
Nicaragua. He took passage a
,board the Steamer "Northern 
Light." ,In the early '50's he 
worked for the government and 
was assistant wagon master of a 

government expedition to !Boise. 
,In 1'857 he hecame auditor of Col
umbia county, and his signature 
is found on rrecords of that year. 
The following year he became 
county clerk. 

He started a sawmill in Rainie·r 
in 1863 and ,became post master 
in '1864. He was elected county 
judge in 1'878 and served until 
1882. He later served from 1892 
ti 1896. He also ran a 'piledriver 
and a general merchandising store, 
owned a steamboat and did towing. 

When a Grange was organized 
at Rainier, Mr. Blanchard joined 
the .order, and took the fifth de
gree on Feb. 6, 1904 at Rainier. 
At that time, the main problem 
was getting better roads. A reso
lution at this time commended the 
,county court for the purchase of 
a rock crusher, which they had 
asked for at the previous meeting, 
and urged the necessity of mak
ing permanent roads. 

From the eaTliest records it is 



iearned that Mr. Blanchard was 
Worshipful Master of the Rainier 
Masonic Lodge, paid for most of 
the lodge furnishings, and presen
ted them with his library. The 
story is also told of the trip of Mr. 

Blancharo and ,Mr. Conyers ot 
Clatskanie, to Astoria, to get the 
charter for the Masonic ,Lodge of 
Rainier when it was organized in 
1858. 

JOHN H. WELLINGTON 
iIn looking up the records of Col

umbia county's sheriffs, one is im
'pressed by the life history of sev
eral, among them, John ill. Well
ington. His life story is told in 
Fred Lockley's history as follows: 

Mr. Wellington was Iborn in 
Manchester, iEngland, on Feb. 1, 
18~1, he being the only 'boy in 
the family with five sisters. He 
went to school in his native land, 
and at the age of 10 went to work 
in cotton mills, on half time, and 
attending school half each day. 
When '15 years old, he enlisted in 
the British navy, and was in active 
sea servke from 1886 to '1889. iIn 
1'889 he came to Boston, Mass., on 
a ·cattle boat, and during the next 
several years he shipped to many 
places. ,In the fall of 1891, he 
shipped on the "Tillie iE. Starbuck" 
f.or Portland, Oregon. They car
ried a ·general 'ca,rgo, and the trip 
around the Horn took six months. 
Being paid off in Portland, he de
cided to quit the sea, and soon 
found his way to St. Helens, where 
he worked in the rock quarries 
for the next four years, and also 
doing some .commercial fishing. 

In 1,896, he went to British Col
Umlbia to work in the gold mines, 
staying there two years. In 1898 
he returned to St. Helens, and 
when the ISpanish1American war 
broke out, he enlisted in the U. S. 
navy, seeing service on the high 

seas until he was wounded in 11899. 
[n September of that year, he was. 
honorably discharged and return
ed to St. !Helens. In 1908, Mr. 
Wellington opened a general store,. 
catering to the ships which sailed 
the Columbia, and built up a good 
business. In ,1<916 he sold out, and 
spent a year at Seaside. 

,When the U. S. -became involved' 
in World War I, he again enlisted 
in the navy, and was sent to Brem
erton, Wash., to Ibe an instructor 
of naval recruits, serving here for
several months. He then went to 
sea, picking up sub,chasers on the 
,Pacific ,coast and taking them to· 
the .A!tlanHc coast. He then was 
engaged in convoy duty out or 
New York until the close of the 
war 

In ,1920, Mr. Wellington wasel· 
ected sheriff of Columbia county, 
and se'rved eight years. ,In 1931 
he hecame county judge, He died' 
on Sept. 6, ,19415. He left his St. 
Helens home to the American Le
gion of whkh he was a member. 

Mr. Wellington married 'Miss.: 
Mary T. ,Blakesley in 1903, of the 
'pioneer Blakesley family. They 
had one son, Lester, who stiU lives 
in this area. Lester enlisted in, 
the service with his father in 
World War ,I. 'Mr. Wellington 
gave up his Spanish·Americ.an war
pension to enlist in the first World, 
War. 


