
James, Edward and Robert, and 
daughter Sarah. James married Bea
trice Crouse, Edward married Minnie 
A: Musgrove, Robert married Laura 
Puzey Bacon, and Sarah married Or
ville Garrison. 

Of special interest to us IS the 
family of Edward McKay, since the 
son of this marriage was Douglas Mc
Kay, who later became governor and 
then Secretary of the Interior. Doug
las was born in Pore and June 24, 
1893, and lived his first year at Scap
poose on the family homestead. He 
lived in Kelso and Castle Rock, Wash., 
and in Portland through his boyhood. 
After his parents separated, he spent 
most of his summers with his McKay 
relatives at Scappoose while his sister 
stayed with her maternal relatives 
on Sauvies Island. His mother re
married and became Mrs. Frater, but 
the father never remarried. Douglas 
visited him often as long as he lived, 

and Mr. McKay's chief interest 
through the years was talking of his 
son, Douglas. 

Briefly told, Douglas graduated 
from Oregon State College, where he 
was student body president. He was 
wounded. during the First'World War 
in France, where he was serving as 
an officer in the U. S. Army. He was 
in the hospital 12 months. . He was 
also called to active duty during 
World War II. He was elected gover
nor of Oregon in 1948 and was ap
pointed to President Eisenhour's cab
inet in 1953, as Secretary of the In
terior. 

Douglas McKay was always friendly 
to his friends, not being changed by 
his high position as so often happens 
with peopk elevated to Ii high- ,office. 
He died several years ago, his last 
gesture of.. servic_e to his fellowJQan 
was the willing of his eyes to the eye 
bank that someone might see again. 

JOHN ANDREW SCHUNESEN AND THE 
RAINIER CREAMERY 

By CATHERINE TOLLESHAUG 

John Andrew Schunesen was born 
December 19, 1860 and grew up on 
a large dairy farm in Skane, which 
is the southern tip of Sweden. The 
fertile level farms there are really 
a continuation of those found in Den
mark and separated by the Skager
rack. His home was just thirty miles 
from Malmo where the trains and 
traffic from the north countries are 
ferried across into Denmark; and it 
was to Copenhagen that he was sent 
to school. His father was of the land
ed gentry type who contributed noth
ing at all in the way of labor and 
expected the farm to keep him in 
style. His mother was the one to do 
the planning and at his father's early 
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death she took over the management 
of the estate. There was a creamery 
on the farm and when John Andrew 
came home from the university with 
an agricultural and vetertnarian de
gree he was ready to assume his 
right as the eldest son, as head of the 
family. But his mother who was so 
able, and who had two other sons and 
five daughters to educate was very 
skeptical of the new icleas ~e bJ;o:ught 
home from the college, and was un
willing until he had proven himself 
capable, to relinguish her authority, 
and so the members of the family 
worked together until one by one the 
other children left the home to find 
other ,occupations and when John 



Andrew was twenty-eight years old 
and only the younger son was left 
at home, he felt that now was cer
tainly the right time for him to as
sume his birthright but his mother 
still was not ready and John Andrew 
packed up his belongings and with 
hurt pride and disgust left for Amer
ica. The family, was not to hear 

. f~'om him until he had made a name 
for himself in the land of golden op
portunities. 

In 1888, Mr. Schunesen arrived in 
Moorhead, Minnesota and there he 
immediately met Anna Samuelson a 
pretty little nineteen year old girl 
from Darlana in Sweden, and letting 
no grass grow under his feet they 
were soon married. The opportuni
ties did not prove as golden as he had 
dreamed and they worked in res au
rants and whatever job came to hand. 
Then someone told him that the dairy 
industry out in Oregon needed skilled 
men and in 1890 they came to Port
land. Contacting the agricultural de
partment which was attached to the 
McMinnville college, he was sent into 
Tillamook to Woods, located about 
where Pacific City is today. Mrs. 
Schunesen was never physically strong 
and she remembered the trip by horse 
and wagon from McMinnville to the 
coast as seemingly endless but she 
had taken a small white puppy with 
her that whined all the way and com
forting the puppy kept her mind off 
her own misery. 

Mr. Schunesen was to manage the 
then called Blue creamery and their 
living quarters were a large room 
over the creamery which was built 
upon piling at the very edge of the 
inlet. Their table was a packing box 
and nail kegs served as chairs and 
other furnishings in keeping. The 
farmers brought the cream to the 
creamery by road to the rear but the 

most came by boat thru the inlets. 
There was plenty of leisure ' time 
and they spent many happy days .fish
ing and visiting with the scattered 
neighbors. Mrs. Schunesen remem
bered these days as some of the hap
piest in her life, and the people of 
that community as the most friendly, 
and kept a special place in her heart 
for a Grandma Compton who was a 
mothering angel and midwife to the 
community. It was Grandma Compton 
who eased her through the trying 
time when a son was born, and be
cause medical care was so far away, 
lived but a few days. There was an 
opening in the college creamery at 
McMinville and the Schunesens moved 
to McMinville. Another son was born 
here but lived only a few months. 
A professorship was open and Mr. 
Schunesen was offered the post but 
the agricultural course was an un
certain department and the pay most
ly the honor of being called professor. 
so he declined. 

A call came into the college for 
help in establishing a creamery at 
Rainier, Oregon and Mr. Schunesen 

came down to investigate and to talk 
things over with John Dibblee and 
Dean Blanchard who had built a build
ing and were ready to add a new in
dustry to Rainier. The prospect look
ed good and in April of 1896 the 
Schunesens moved to Rainier taking 
housekeeping rooms in the John Dib
blee home. Things' moved slowly for 
the community itself was not exactly 
a dairy location and the following 
spring they took a leave of absence 
and went t~ Portland where a daugh
ter was born to Mrs. Schunesen in 
the Good Samaritan hospital and he 
named her Katherine for the mother 
he was too proud to contact. Assur
ing himself that mother and child 
were healthy they came back home 
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to Rainier and moved to a little red 
house near the creamery, where two 
years later a daughter Helen was 
born. Mr. Schunesen negotiated 
with the owners and purchased their 
interests in the creamery. 

Cream was brought in from the few 
scattered farms around Rainier and 
now that rail connection had been 
completed in 1898 between Astoria 
and Portland, farmers from the Goble 
and the Mayger-Quincy district began 
to ship cream in by train. The river 
boats stopping at every litle cove or 
station brought cream in from the 
Washington side of the river. Mr. 
Schunesen managed the work single 
handed, meeting train Imd boat with 
a two-wheeled hand cart. The Schune
sens moved again into apartments in 
the Andrew Clark home and then 
to a h01,lse owned by Mary Pomeroy. 
Mr. Schunesen was town marshall, 
street lighter, school clerk, town pall 
janitor and was kept so busy that the 
times he was at home the childr-en 
had to tip-toe and whisper so as not 
to disturb him. In 1904 Mrs. Schune
sen's mother and broti)er came to 
make their. home with them and Mr. 
Schunesen took the brother as his 
first helper. The big boats docked at 
the creamery dock and it became a 
ritual with Mr. Schunesen to meet 
the boat. If the boat was late, so was 
his . noon meal, Or 'e;1ten hurriedly 
so that he- could get back in time. 
"Here comes the Hassalo," or "here 
comes the Harvest Queen" and in the 
evening he listened for the Iralda's 
voice as it swung· into dock from 
Portland. 

Mrs. Schunesen became active in 
Lodge work and in the Methodist 
church and Mr. Schunesen in town 
affairs and although folks usually 
respected his opinions, they didn't 
always appreciate his dictatori~l man
ner in presenting them. 

About this time three young Dalles 
came to Rainier to start a soap fac
tory and because Mr. Schunesen spoke 
their language they became frequent 
visitors at his home. One, Nicholas 
Blumensaadt was a camera enthusiast 
and took pictures of the Schunesen 
children which he enclosed in a let
ter to his sister in Denmark telling 
of his visit with the family. The sis
ter read the letter and showed the 
pictures to some friends among whom 
happened to be a sister of Mr.Schune
sen and so a letter came from the 
sister which Mr. Schunesen did not 
answer, but which Mrs: Schunesen 
carefully put away among so many 
little things she collected and treas
ured and with her help Katherine 
began a correspondence with the fam
ly in Sweden. 

Butter was shipped in barrels of 
brine to Alaska a~d th~ surplus was 
shipped into the wholesale houses 
in Portland. Ice cream became a new 
product and ice tank, cold rooms and 
equipment were added and the big 
diesel engine in the shed will never 
be forgotten ·for many a night a wake 
was kept coaxing the oily thing to 
cooperate. 
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By 1910 the business supported 
three employees and Mr. Schunesen 
contracted with Harry Brouse to 
build the large roomy house adjacent 
to the Pomeroy house and the Schune
sens moved in in the fall, and early 
the next year Mrs. Schunesen sur
prised everyone by having another 
daughter, naming her Mary in honor 
of Mary Pomeroy who cared for Mrs. 
Schunesen. 

All the changes that came so fast 
in the next few years everywhere, 
came · also to Rainier,. electrical 
equipment . . new machinery . . the 
automobile .. and with the opening 
of the Columbia River Highway, com-



petition began to be felt. By 19i4 
Katherine had a beau and Michael 
Tolleshaug came to work in the 
creamery summers, while he attend
ed Pacific Lutheran College in the 
winters. Both Katherine and Helen 
were sent to the State Normal school, 
for Mr. Schunesen believed a woman 
should have a means of earning her 
own living. Katherine began teach
jng in the Rainier school and in 1918 
married Michael Tolleshaug who short
ly answered the draft call and was 
sent overseas. Labor conditions were 
un;,;~rtain and Katherine resigned her 
contract for the following year and 
went to work in the creamery and with 
the help of Mr. Clifford Clark who 
came down from Tacoma to manage 
the creamery work and with the as
,ist;ll]('e of ever changing green help, 
managed to keep things going until 
the war was over and Mr. Tolleshaug 
came home. Mr. Tolleshaug went 
with truck and established direct de
livery routes in the nearby towns
Scappoose, St. Helens, Clatskanie, 
Vernonia and Cathlamet. 

Helen married Levi F . Austin and 
went to live at White Bluffs, Wash
ington where Mr. Austin was develop
ing a peach orchard. 

The TolJeshaugs built their home 

by that of the Schunesens so as to 
better care for their needs and by 
1927 the Tolleshaugs had three sons. 
Longview was being developed that 
later would create another market 
and in 1930 Ole Titland, a nephew 
of Mr. Tolleshaug came to work with 
them. The business grew and old 
equipment needed replacement but 
Mr. Schunesen insisted on clinging to 
the old and there followed several 
years of doing things the hard way 
until in 1936 he took Mr. TolJeshaug 
into partnership and a new building 
Was huilt and new equipment added. 
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New methods aHa nf'W proQul'[s Iw 
came necessary . The creamery pur
chased the bottlc milk rOllte or titr 
J . C. Skeans dairy and began to bottle 
milk . Cold storage lockers were in
stalled. The cream pickup \\'a~ 

changed to milk pickup and new 
trucks and drivers were added . Ched
dar cheese bec:!me another new pro
duct and the Dean Blanchard war(!
house to the west was converted into 
a cheese plant. Cheese was marketed 
under the Rainier Maid hrand and 
they began to make clover bloom 
brand cheese for Armour & Co. 

Mary came home from the univer
sity to be with her parents and mar· 
ried Frank Hollihan, moving tn Port 
land. The TolJeshaug boys grew up. 
went to Oregon State and then into 
the service. After the war the boys 
came home to take a place in th(' 
business . A larger market was need
ed and the business branched out in
to Longview when the boys purchased 
the Standard Dairy there. 

Mr. Schunesen passed away ill 
1947 at the age of 86 and the busines~ 

was reorganized . It became a famil~ ' 

partnership of the Tolleshaugs in
cluding Ole Titland. A new modern 
plant was built in Longview and all 
milk bottling done there, and a dis
tributing plant added to care for 
the Rainier Maid products. A dis
tributing plant was bu ilt in St. Helens 
to handle the products from both the 
Longview and Rainier plants . 

Mrs. Schunesen passed away in 
1954 at the age of 84 years. 

Each year marks something new to 
be added-farm refrigerated tanks 
and refrigerated tank trucks to pick 
up the fluid milk were installed. 
Milk is picked up in the Warren-Deer 
Island area, a bit around Rainier and 
the tank trucks pick milk up on the 
Washington side as far down as Na
selle. 



At the present '!Vl'iting the Rainier 
Creamery has twenty employees, the 
,Longview plant twenty-one and the 
distributing plant at St. Helens five. 

This is the third generation to 

carryon the business and there are 
seven members of the fourth grow
ing up. The family does not own 
the business ... that business with its 
ever increasing demands owns them. 

CAMP WILKERSON 
For many years the names of J. B. 

Wilkerson and his wife, Pearl, were 
known in the teaching profession of 
the county, and in 1935 Mr. Wilker
son was elected County Judge. Since 
he had always been interested in chil
dren and their welfare, he saw fit 
to set aside a tract of land in the 
hills between st. Helens and Verno
,nia for a youth camp. This tract was 
named for him, Camp' Wilkerson. It 
contains 280 acres which had been 
logged many years ago, and was part
ly covered with secona growth tim
ber at that time. This was an old 
homestead, and later taken ,by the 
county for taxes after the logging 
company had cut the timber. 

Many interested people became ac
tive in building a lodge so there would 
be shelter for camping groups, nota
bly Boy and Girl Scouts, 4-H children 
and their parents and leaders. Many 
weekends were spent in development 
of the project, with a large open 

building being the result. Sad to say, 
a heavy snow caused the roof to col
lapse two different winters, but the 
willing workers persevered and built 
again, doing a better job of bracing 
the roof. 

At the present time, selective log. 
ging is making available money for 
the development, and upkeep. Each 
year several 4-H forestry and Scout 
camps are held here, with a chance 
to enjoy the great outdoors. 

Since 1960, there is a Columbia 
County Park Commission which ad· 
ministers all the parks of the county. 
These men are' dedicated ·to the care 
and improvement -of the several parks 
in different parts of the area. Much 
work is needed to keep tip this proj
ect, and caretakers also are necessary 
to prevent vandalism. 

The accompanying song was writ~ 
ten and is used by the Girl Scouts 
when they attend camp at Camp Wil· 
kerson. 

CAMP WILKERSON 
(Tune: "Beautiful Ohio") 

When the song birds waken and the night is gone, 
Then the sun is dawning on Camp Wilkerson. 
Trails are here and there, Beauty's everywhere, 
Campfires at the close of day make friendships last 
'Til we all return again, we'll bind them fast, 
We'll all remember a,nd bless the name of one 
Who gave us Camp Wilkerson. 

Another year has passed and we are here once more, 
All nature is more beautiful than e'er before, 
The fir trees stand so tall beside the waterfall, 
The creatures of the forest all come out at night 
To feed among the ferns while we are out of sight, 
We view these wonders and breathe a prayer as one, 
And thank God! for Camp Wilkel'Sclfl. 
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