Early History of the Rainier, Oregon Masonic Lodge No. 24
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Clatskanie, Oregon. Adgust, 2' 1209.
Mr Robert! C. Wright,
Room 804. The Dekum. Portland, Oregon.
Dear Bro Wright.
It has been a good many years since Rainier Lodge No 24 was orga
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otherwise be lost, However, T will do the best I can under the circum-
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1888, eight Master liasons signed a peti-
tion and applied to the Grand Lodge of the State of Oregon for a Charter
establishing a Lodge of A.F. & A.M. at Rainier,»Oregon. I cannot at the
present time call to memory the names of all who signed that petition.
Those who I remember are, William Strong, then living and practising

law at Cathlamet, Wash; William Barlow, a rancher, then living about onse

mile below liount Coffin, on the Vashington side of the Columbia rivers
William Riley Stropg, then a resident of Rain 1ier; Charles Fox, ons of

Cowlitz river Washington, and Frank . Warren, then ranning a saw-mill
&t Rainier;Jdudge William Strong was recomended as our first liaster, and

William Barlow as SW. and William Riley Strong, as JW. The Grand Lodge

to be well acquainted with the Blind-Slough channel, undertook to riloet

cur boat through that channel and thereby save several miles of hard
work, bucking against a stiff up-river breeze, as well as an inflowing

wer Drury lost his bearings,took th wrong slough,which we

Tellowed until night came on, and the water so shallow we could £0 no
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Here we found
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hear ever th that was being done in thc Lodge. I reported our f£ind

to the brethren. Our Wi, Bro Barlow seemed gquite angry because we made

the inspection and gave us to understand that we were a little too fresh
and that it was none of I immediately wrois to Brother
Amory Heolbrook, Dept, Grand laster, at Oregen City and explained the
matter t0 him. He appointed a special meeting for investigation. When

Bro Barlew learned there was 1O be an investigation, he secured a private
tglk with the two eves=aroppers, Pocle iinear and JFohn Ingleson, wize

agreed to join the order and thus settle ihe matter. When Dept Grand

Yaster aprrived, we opened the Lodge as usueal, (but not before placing

o

a guard where they could observe the approach of
reported cur find, Bro Barlow then made known his conversation with the
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eves-droppers, and what they had agreed to do. He then presented thelr

inear hed no redeeming qualities, Utterly imposible to manufacture aven

a mcderately good man out of such exceedingly poor material, let alone
a gocd-Mason. while Jobn Ingleson was a _falr average good man and citizen,
yet like many others, very ingulsitive. Therefore I voted a Black ball.

when the result was announced, the Dept Grand Master took possescion of

Holbrook on the way to our Hotel he said, "Now, bro Conyers, I am sorry
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vou will be expelled with the resi. I gnswered, "Broc Holbrook

st than to cast a vote that
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rather go down and be expelile
would surely bring disgrace upon our order.® The next morning, Just be-
fore I intended starting for home, Bro Holbrook came to me and said,
Bro Congers, it is my canded opinion that you had better reconsider the
stand that you have taken and admit thosermen, then if they should prove

and that would forever end this
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leave vou in good standing." (these may not
3 g

be hisg éxact words, but as near as I can now remember. that is the sub-

T 2 2 s 3
i consented. agaln our Lodge was opened and the Charter



Again the ballot was spread,and both candidates declared elected, W
did not wait the required time, but initiated the two candidates im-
mediately. ForlPedestals, in the East, West, and South, ard also the
Alter, we used dry-goods boxes, not Quite 80 beautiful nor costly, yet
ey answered all purposes. At this initiation, so far as poésible T
Tilled the offices of both Deacons and Stewards. Having no C-T, I went

down to Poole Kinesrs store and nurchased 15 feef of 5/8 inch Manills

S

rope. on md return to the Lodge I went directly to the preperation room,
rope in hand, where I found the C¢, (linear) in waitings. I immediately
began giving him ordere what to do., When all was completed except the

C-T and H-W, I took a step directly in front of - Iineaf, at the some tim

}e

placing the ¢-T in its proper position. A corpse could never be whiter

than Minear was at that moment, trembling as in great fear, his knees
knocking together, buck-ague, with all its horrors took full possession

of him, I then placed the B-W in position, his fear increased, for at-
'i'\r:c"{'
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athree mirnutes it was impossible to induce him to take one single step,

when he d4id, it was with the greatest dific culty. After the initiation
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(he knew: ithat he desev’ea to be hung.)vrln those days, there was but one
Steamer,plying on the Columbia river, between Portland and Astoria. and
that steamer made but one itrip per week, she did a great~deal of towing,
therefore, very uncertain. for this reason ocur usual mode of iravel was
with a small-boat propelled with oars, and sallhtr when the wind was
faverable. There were rno public roads in those days, only a traill made
by soﬁe gettler for his own use. I have frequently pulled a boat from
Clatskanie to Rainier, a distance of 25 miles {vy water) merely for the
purpose of assisting in opening and closing our Lodge, there being no
other wark, and then Il "the 25 miles back home ‘again the same evening,
against a,strong tlde

frequently the trip would be madeor a stif brpeze, and perhaps both,
Our Lodgé draged along for nearly two years, finally, we could get no
guorum, and then we Tailed to meet, Again our Charter was taken from us.

Bro Dean Blanchard moved to Rainier about the time our Charter was taken




‘rom us. He being a young iason and very enthusiastic, he visite

and several of the 0ld members of Rainier Leodge with a vet

rurpose of reorganizing the
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nterested in Rainier Lod

and knowing that I could put full confidence in him, I assisted h

g

his endeavors all that I possibly could. wit
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life and wvery soon grew into manhood, loved and respected by out
as well ap Masons. Brother Blanchard furnished the room over his st
free of charge, for which he justly deserves great praise.

10t gquite as large, nor was the ceiling quite as high as

Y

we might desire,yet it answered the purpose very well, except in one

solitary instance alone, "When we made Brother Bill Slaughter a iasonh.

I will now turn this work over ito Brother Blanchard tc finish

Very Truly and FoaternaTlv Yours.
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