
Parcher Honored For Doing 
What He 'Loves' 

Recognition of 63 years of pu blic sen 'ice was bestowed upon 
Donald Parcher of Rainier by Columbia Count.\' Commi ss ioners 
la s t week \\'hen t hey \'oted to add Parch er' s name to Hudson 
Park. Announcement of the action to rename th e park Hud on
Pa rc her Park. was made to Parcher b:, Commissioner A ,J, 
Ahlborn . 

J t was a small t r ibu t e to pay a man for the dedica tion he has 
giYen to t he public for more than six decades , a lengt h of service 
few can mat ch . 

But it wa a filling honor that Don Parcher' s name be 
remem bered in Hudso n Park. a place he has spent so many years 
beautifying for the public's enjoymen t. 

The Count~' Board of Commissioners las t week honored 
Parcher, 3, b~' re-naming Hudson Park. the county owned park 
near Rainie r, the Hudson-Parcher park. 

When Coun y Commissioner and Parks Director A,J, Ahlborn 
to ld Parcher of the honor T hursday afternoon , he was his 
characteristic self, "It's okay, but I' ve objected you taking the 
name Hudson off the park, " he said. 

Parcher, born and raised in Columbia Coun ty, is of the old
<;chool. They don't seem to make people like him anymore, 

Consider this: 
Parcher began working for the county in 1910 when he was 15, 

"I ran a wheelbarrow down to t he crusher. near here, That was 
the first job I had with the county," he recalls, He worked for the 
county roads department at that time and moved up to t he 
position of crew foreman when t he now designated Hudson
Parcher Park was firs t being constructed, 

In 1915 after building his own home overlooki ng t he park. he 
married hi s wife. J ean nette who is now deceased, But he tilllives 
in that house he built on t he hilL 

The park wa created on land that had been foreclosed on 
becau e of back taxes and the county decided the land should be 
used for a public park. Later it was named Hudson Park for a well 
known farming-ranching family in t he area, 

Even a a foreman, Parcher carried his own share of the load 
working with his crew to make t he 17-acre park one of the most 
a t tractive in the state, From road crew foreman . Parc her was 
a ppo int ed to t he county cou r t, fore runn e r of cou n ty 
commi sioners. H e served on the court 9 years. being elected to 
two terms. Following hi s retirement from county service in 1960 
at the age of 64. he went to work as ca retaker of H ud son Park. 
"This park has become my li fe." he says, 

Stories abound among his fellow workers at the park on how 
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Parcher, who lives on ret irement benefits and a small wage he 
receives as caretaker. works from early morning to late ni ght 
fixing up the park. using hi s own equipment. He spends hi s O\\'n 

money and also donates hi s own time to the park, recei \'ing no 
compensation , for many of the long hours he put into the job. 

He takes great pride in the fact that during his 19 years here 
"he had planted over 100 trees in the park with his hands. " 

Ahlborn told Parcher the tribute the Commissioners made to 
him was their way of saying " we appreciate what you've done." 
Afterwards Parcher, still faster than some men half his age. said 
he wasn 't much for publicity. " I let my work do my publicity for ,. 
me. 

A plaque noting Parcher's service t o the county will be erected 
at the part and Ahlborn hopes to have his name submitted to the 
state for statewide recognition of his dedication to the count~· . 

For his part, Parcher, who celebrated his 84th birthday on 
April 24, says he hopes to be caring for the park he loves for at 
least another 19 years! 

Hazlitt Migration 
Mrs. Jesse Hazlitt Miller Jr. 

The name Hazlett came from the town of Hasselt in t he 
Netherlands, (NE of Amsterdam). The Hazletts came to England ' 
during the time of William of Orange, William Hazlitt the 
essayist and critic was born April 10, 1778 in Maidstone. Kent. 
Because he was a critic and because he had married more than 
once we believe that others in the family began to spell the name 
differently so they were not connected to him. Thus the records 
read Hyslop, Hazelette, Haslett, Hizlett, and Hizelet. 

Our William Hazlitt was born in Donegal, Ireland, in January 
1829. They belonged to the Presbyterian Church and were run 
out of Ireland so went to Greenock Scotland which is close to 
Glasgow. There they had 10 children. Three died young. During 
the migration to Scot-Irish Presbyterians the rest decided to be 
part of the movement as missionaries. They sent the older 
children with another group of people and they stayed with 
relatives in Philadelphia. The father and mother then came with 
the two youngest. The smallest was six months and sick all the 
way and Jessie, (my husband Jesse 's grandmother) who was six. 

We are not sure how long they stayed with relatives, but they 
took passage on a ship to San Francisco. They left Scotland May 
8, 1872. We have a receipt dated six weeks later, so they must 
have rented awhile in Philadelphia. Luckily for us the cousin of 
my father-in-law kept two letters received in 1873 which told of 
the re-uniting of the family and of their mission work. 

The family stayed in San Francisco until 1879 when they came 

37 


	V18-1979_038

